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Area IX members put up big 

numbers at ! 

Read about Redeemer Lutheran Church’s journey in adding bells to 

their music program through the help of Area IX and IV members! 

Area IX is on 

Facebook! 

Do you “like” our 

page? 



The American Guild of  English Handbell Ringers, Inc. 

Area IX — Texas/Oklahoma 

RINGING NEWS 
Winter 2010 

Another fiscal year has ended for Area IX, as is the 2010 

term for our Board...and as we held elections this past 

Spring, we’re very pleased to introduce to you the  

2010-2012 Area IX Board! 

 

 

PAST CHAIR 
Sheryl Cory 

(918) 455-4202 

pastchair@areaix.org 

 
CHAIR-ELECT 
Michelle Tejada 

(830) 391-2446 

chairelect@areaix.org 

 
TREASURER 
Ruth Seiwell 

(979) 236-4736  

treasurer@areaix.org 

 
SECRETARY 
Sueda Luttrell 

(817) 995-7004 

secretary@areaix.org 

 

PUBLICATIO�S 
Pam Adams 

(214) 938-5412 

publications@areaix.org 

EDUCATIO� 
Sondra Tucker 

(281) 610-4422 

education@areaix.org 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
Steven Eddington 

(918) 636-4608 

membership@areaix.org 

 

OK REP/FI�A�CIAL ADVISOR 
Wilson Van Tine 

(918) 914-3908 

okrep@areaix.org 

 

TEXAS REP 1 
Patrick Murphy 

(817) 776-1743 

texrep1@areaix.org 

 

TEXAS REP 2 
Jayne Brown 

(903) 363-8293 

texrep2@areaix.org 

CHAIR 
Karen Thompson 

(817) 239-6974 

chair@areaix.org 

We’d also like to extend a very special thank you to those who 

have fulfilled their term of service and thus have rolled off the 

Area IX Board this year:  Russell Miller, Cathy Taylor, Stephanie 

Rhoades, Susan Finnigan, and Mark Usrey! 
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Date Event Site Clinician Contact 

January 28-31 
2011 

AGEHR Master Classes in 
Conducting and Composition 

and 
Beginning Directors Seminar 

(N) 

Hilton El Conquistador 
Tucson, AZ 

Bill Payn & Arnold 
Sherman 
and 

Bill & Carolynne 
Mathis 

www.agehr.org 

February 5, 
2011 

GDHA Youth Festival 
King of Glory Lutheran Church 

6411 LBJ Frwy 
Dallas, TX  75240 

Greig Ashurst www.dallashandbells.org 

February 24-27, 
2011 

Distinctly Bronze WEST (N) Bremerton, WA Jason Wells www.agehr.org 

February 25-26, 
2011 

FebFest 2011 (IX-E) 

FRIDAY LOCATION: 

Memorial Drive Christian 
Church 

11750 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX  77024 

SATURDAY LOCATION: 

The Stafford Centre 
10515 Cash Road 

Stafford, TX   

Lloyd Larson www.houstonhandbells.org 

February 26, 
2011 

TulsaFest 
SpiritBank Event Center 

Tulsa, OK 
David Weck 

Sheryl Cory 
scory@ssumcba.org 
(918) 455-4202  

March 5, 2011 
Ponca City Area  

Handbell Festival (IX-E) 
Tonkawa, OK Dolan Bayless 

Marta Sullivan 
mlsullivan@cableone.net 

March 26, 
2011 

 

GDHA Spring Festival I 
(Intermediate) (IX-E) 

*Formerly Brookhaven Festival* 

FUMC Richardson 
503 N. Central Expwy 
Richardson, TX  75080 

Sondra Tucker www.dallashandbells.org 

March 26, 2011 
Central Texas Spring Ring 

(IX-S) 
Manchaca UMC 

Manchaca (Austin), TX 
Carol Lynn Mizell 

Ruth Seiwell  
treasurer@areaix.org 

April 2, 
2010 

 

GDHA Spring Festival II 
(Advanced)  (IX-E) 

*Formerly Brookhaven Festival* 

FUMC Richardson 
503 N. Central Expwy 
Richardson, TX  75080 

Sondra Tucker www.dallashandbells.org 

July 14-17, 
2011 

National Seminar (N) Minneapolis, MN Various www.agehr.org 

(N) denotes a National event;  (IX-S) denotes an Area IX-sponsored event;  (IX-E)  denotes an Area IX-endorsed event 
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There are too many ringers in Area IX that don’t know what kind of      

resources they have available to them as members of AGEHR!          

Discounts on festival registrations at Area and National levels, an     

Overtones subscription, Mentor programs, Chime Loan programs,… 

JOI� US! 
Find out more info at www.agehr.org/member/join.asp 

? 

 Did you know there are  

     9 levels of membership in  
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 There exist so many churches that 

 are unable to afford adding         

 handbells to their music program         

 because of lack of funds and    

 volunteer coordination -- an issue

 we take care to try to overcome 

 in our organization!  One task and 

privilege of ours as AGEHR members and Area leadership is mentoring new ringers and ensembles, and reaching out to bring    

handbell music to new audiences.  As it turns out, Redeemer Lutheran Church in Fairhope, Alabama recently had members from not 

only their own Area (VI) to help in this, but also members of Area IX as well!   
 

Through generous gifts in memory of three long-time members of Redeemer Lutheran, the congregation was able to purchase a 2-

octave set of Schulmerich handbells.  The two octave set was selected by Margie Pacey, daughter of the late Helen Pacey, and grand-

daughter of the late Dot Pacey.  The bells were also purchased in memory of Mr Bill Callies.  Margie is currently a music teacher at 

St Paul’s Lutheran Church and School in Austin, Texas.  David Pacey Sr., Helen’s husband and Dot’s son, and Susie, Margie’s sister 

are members of the Redeemer handbell choir. 
 

The set has been expertly refurbished to like-new condition by Mark Bond, “The Bellman,” in Kerrville, Texas.   
 

The instrument itself in hand, Redeemer Lutheran then took advantage of the starter kit available from Jeffers Handbell Supply,    

complete with instructional DVD, foam, mallets, polish and gloves.  Just as simple as this was finding eager new ringers in their   

congregation!   
 

Margie recommended that the group at Redeemer join AGEHR.  The 

Guild membership put the group in touch with so many resources for 

ringers in their Area.  Phyllis Kirk, Area VI Chair, was enthusiastic to 

help the group get started.  She invited the director, George Miller, to 

a private lesson when she was in the area.  Also, fellow Guild     

member, Mary Katherine Kilgore of Fairhope United Methodist 

Church, volunteered her time to get the group started by conducting 3 

rehearsals for them.  The group even received an offer of help from 

Bill Moats, the Alabama Chair on Area VI’s Board. 
 

After several weeks of preparation, the group performed for the     

congregation for the first time on Sunday, September 12th.  The     

congregation was so grateful for the gift of bells that were put into 

service to the Glory of God at Redeemer!  The bell program has not 

only been a blessing to the congregation, but was a fitting and ideal       

way to honor the lives and legacies of three beloved long-time     

members of their church. 

 

Heartfelt thanks from new 

director George Miller and 

the Redeemer Ringers to 

Margie, Mark, Phyllis, 

Mary Katherine, and Bill 

for their support and     

encouragement in getting 

the program at Redeemer 

Lutheran started. 

 

Mentor programs exist all 

over the 12 Areas of 

AGHER -- if you know of 

a church in Area IX that 

would benefit from help 

like this, please contact: 

 

Membership Chair  

Steven Eddington at  

membership@areaix.org 
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with clinician 

Carol Lynn MizellCarol Lynn MizellCarol Lynn MizellCarol Lynn Mizell    

CAROL LY�� MIZELL, Band Director at Strickland Middle School in Denton, has also            

conducted the Denton Community Band since 1978.  She holds B.M.E. & M.M.E. degrees from the 

University of North Texas and has done extensive post-graduate work at UNT. She is also         

Conductor of the Handbells at Strickland, Conductor of the Handbell Choirs at First United     

Methodist Church, Denton, and a long-time member of the FUMC Chancel Choir and Chamber 

Choir. 

 

Carol Lynn is a Charter Member of Concert Bells of Fort Worth, an auditioned community handbell 

choir in the Metroplex.  She currently serves as a ringer and was co-conductor of CBFW for two 

years and on their Christmas Favorites CD.  She has hosted the Denton Area Bell Jam for several 

years, and has served as Mass Ringing Conductor.  Carol Lynn has rung since 2002 with Distinctly 

Bronze, an international event for advanced Handbell ringers, and rang with the Dream Team at Pinnacle, 2004, 

an event for Community Handbell groups.  She has served as Handbell Clinician for Area and National festivals 

including the National Seminar of AGEHR (American Guild of English Handbell Ringers), the Music and Arts 

Camp of the North Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church, and Mo Ranch.  In 2008, Carol Lynn 

was the Mass Ringing Conductor for the CORD (Central Oklahoma Ringers & Directors) Festival, and for the 

Area V Festival where her winning composition, Fiesta Con Campanillas, was premiered.  In 2009, she was the 

Festival Conductor for the HEB Handbell Festival in Hurst, TX, and composed a commissioned piece for the 

festival: I Sing the Mighty Power of God, published by Choristers Guild. 

 

Carol Lynn holds membership in Texas Music Educators Association, American Guild of English Handbell 

Ringers, and Sigma Alpha Iota.  She serves on the Handbell Committee of The Fellowship of United          

Methodists in Music and Worship Arts. Carol Lynn is a published composer and an oboist.  She and her       

husband, Bob, have two daughters, Michelle Corazao and Jennifer Bollinger, and sons-in-law Marc Corazao 

and Bob Bollinger. 
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Are you on Facebook? 
So are we! :) 

 
Network with other members, get event info, 
and check out photos of  past festivals and 

clinics! 

I Sing the Mighty Power of God  
arr. by Carol Lynn Mizell 

Level 2+ 
Choristers Guild CGB592  

(full score with optional instruments)  
or  

CGB593 (handbell and handchime part) 
 
  

Nearer My God arr. by Susan E. Geschke 
Level 2+, with optional handchimes 

Choristers Guild, CGB675 
 
 

Praise to the Lord arr. by Karen Buckwalter 
Level 3, 3 - 6 octaves with optional handchimes 

Beckenhorst HB290 
 
 

What Wondrous Love is This  
arr. by Anna Laura Page 

Level 3, 3 -5 octaves with optional handchimes 
Choristers Guild, CGB244 

 

central texas spring ring 
REPERTOIRE REPERTOIRE 
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REGISTRATION FORM  DEADLINE Friday, March 12, 2011 

Director’s Name _______________________________________ AGEHR Membership # ________________________ 

Organization/Church/School ________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address ______________________________________________________State ________ Zip ____________ 

Contact Phone # ___________________________ Email _________________________________________________ 

Choir Name _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 FEES: 

  $20 per participant (ringer or director) if an AGEHR member x _____ = $___________ 

              (As long as either the organization or a member of the organization  

              Is a regular member of AGEHR, then all attendees from that 

                organization receive the memberate) 

r   IF NOT A MEMBER,  join the AGEHR now for $65                            = $___________ 

             (MEMBER NUMBER IS REQUIRED FOR REGISTRATION;  

                Area IX will facilitate application of membership) 

  Lunch $5 per participant              x _______= $___________ 
 

 TOTAL AMOUNT DUE (Please make check payable to AGEHR Area IX)            $___________ 
 

 

If your registration form will not be received prior to March 12, 2011, please fax your registration 

form to 918-662-6841. You may then follow up with the payment to the address indicated below: 

Send registration form & payment to: 

Ruth Seiwell, Area IX Treasurer 

58 Hollyhock Ct ., Lake Jackson, TX  77566 

Registration questions may be addressed via email at treasurer@areaix.org or via phone at (979) 236-4736 
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AGEHR AREA IX    

FINANCIAL STATEMENT   

2009-2010     

      

Beginning Balance (10/1/2009)   11,461.94  

      

Expenses for 2010 Festival Paid in 2008-2009 5,412.67  

Interest Income on Checking Account  2.13  

Newsletters    50.00  

Website     (227.40) 

Fall 2009 Board Meeting   (93.21) 

Spring 2010 Board Meeting   (2,128.29) 

Area Related Travel    (423.93) 

Central Texas Spring Ring 2010   (355.96) 

Rookie Ringer - Fall 2010   442.79  

Endorsed Events    1,623.50  

Chime Loan Program    (225.90) 

Festival 2010    9,476.99  

Miscellaneous    (241.64) 

      

Balance as of September 30, 2010  24,773.69  

      

Net Change for 2009-2010   13,311.75  

 

I’M YOURS. 
ADVERTISE WITH 

AREA IX! 
 

1/2-pg ads $50 
1/4-pg ads $25  

Business card ads $12.50 
  

For more info, 
contact  

Pam Adams, 
Publications Chair  

 

publications@areaix.org 
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I knew it.   

You knew it.  

But at  

Distinctly 

Bronze East  

 2010, we 

    showed the  

rest of AGEHR! 

Area IX has some 

serious TALE1T! 
 

“Distinctly Bronze is an event which is thrilling and challenging, fun and 

intense, exhausting and invigorating.  This massed ringing event for     

advanced ringers offers the unique opportunity to perform on the largest 

sets of handbells available under the direction of music director, Jason 

Wells…”  (www.agehr.org) 

 

This October, 15 members of Area IX traveled to New Bern, NC to ring   

under the direction of Jason Wells at Distinctly Bronze East 2010.  We     

represented almost 10% of participants at the event (120 ringers total), and 

were the second-largest represented state (behind North Carolina, home-state 

of the event)!   
 

A program of 12 pieces were prepared in mass over the course of 3 days -- a 

thrilling challenge!  Accepted by application (or alumni status), participants 

received ringing assignments and purchased repertoire in June, then were 

required to prepare the music in advance before meeting together in New 

Bern in October.     
 

Now in its 11th year, Distinctly Bronze East and West events are now led by 

Jason Wells, who was handpicked by David Davidson, founding director, 

last year.  Many Area IX members will remember that Jason Wells was one 

of our clinicians at the 2006 Area IX Conference/Festival in Edmond, OK -- 

and he proved to be very energetic and engaging as a conductor.  Distinctly 

Bronze participants now benefit from this energy as well!  
 

AGEHR, with Distinctly Bronze Chair Sharon Schmidt, organizes an East 

and West event (West is held in Bremerton, WA each February).  

 

 Go to www.agehr.org/events for more information! 

Area IX participants: (back row l-r) Marilyn Woodruff, John Knott, Ruth Seiwell, Brenda Swindle, Kari 
Daelke, Ben Harris, (middle row l-r) Meredith Ann Gaines, Pam Adams, Lori Talbott, Stephanie Rhoades, 

Sharon Swenson, (front row l-r) Amy Moore, Karen Eastburn, Carol Lynn Mizell, and Linda Ellison 
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15 

It’s all for you! 
In an effort to make sure that our event planning fits the needs 

of our membership to the best of our ability, we ask that you set 

aside a moment to give us your thoughts on the subject!     

We can’t do it without you! 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/C255L8R

Area IX Seed Money Grants for  

Start-Up Projects 
Seed-money grants to encourage development of local handbell events are offered by Area IX in the 
amount of $200.  These grants are available to any AGEHR Area IX member church, school or other 
organization sponsoring a first-time handbell event within the area.  To qualify, the event sponsor 
must submit in writing: 

1. Type of event (festival, conference, training workshop, etc.) and its purpose 

2. Projected budget, including how the seed money will be spent (seed money is often used 
for publicity and other “up front” expenses, but is not limited to that use) 

3. Name of clinician(s) 

4. How event will be advertised, including “target area” for publicity (seed money cannot be 
awarded to an event that will conflict with another Area IX endorsed event) 

Applications for seed-money grants should be submitted four to six months prior to event and must 
be approved by the Area IX Board.  The event coordinator is expected to send a post-event report to 
the Ringing News editor for publication.  These grants are awarded to first-time events only.  The 
event must abide by the same guidelines as any other Guild-endorsed event.  To obtain a copy of 
AGEHR event guidelines, please call the National Office at (800) 878-5459.   

 

For more information, contact Michelle Tejada at chairelect@areaix.org 
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AGEHR Mission Statement: 
The American Guild of English Handbell Ringers is dedicated to advancing the musical art of handbell/handchime ringing through 

education, community and communication.  AGEHR Needs YOU!  For Membership information, contact an area representative listed on 
page two, call the National Office (866) 878-5459, or visit their website: www.agehr.org, and click on “How to Join”. 

If you are an AGEHR member, please share this newsletter with new handbell directors you encounter or contact the area representa-
tives so we can get information to them. Also, encourage your ringers to check out AGEHR. Ringer memberships are also available.  

EACH ONE REACH ONE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WATCH UPCOMING NEWSLETTERS FOR  

INFORMATION ABOUT OUR  

2012 FESTIVAL/CONFERENCE -- in a new 

format to better serve the membership! 
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Date Event Site Admission Contact 

November 26-
28, 
2010 

Dorothy Shaw Handbell 
Choir 

presents 
“Home for the Holidays” 

Nancy Lee and Perry R.  
Performance Hall 
525 Commerce St 

Fort Worth, TX  76102 

Tickets may be 
purchased online www.dorothyshawhandbellchoir.org 

November 28, 
2010 
6pm 

East Texas Handbell 
Ensemble 

FUMC Longview 
400 Fredonia St 
Longview, TX 

FREE www.easttexashandbellensemble.com 

December 1, 
2010 
7pm 

Houston Bronze  
Ensemble 

Society for the  
Performing Arts 
Jones Hall 

615 Louisiana St 
Houston, TX  77002 

In association 
with the  
Houston 
Symphony 

www.houstonbronze.com 

December 3, 
2010 
7:30pm 

Houston Bronze 
Ensemble 
presents 

“Christmas Perspectives” 

Memorial Drive Christian 
Church 

11750 Memorial Dr 
Houston, TX  77024 

Adults $15 
Youth/Kids $5 

www.houstonbronze.com 

December 4, 
2010 
7:30pm 

East Texas Handbell 
Ensemble 
presents 

“Christmas Magic” 

(with the Tyler  
Community Concert  

Association) 
FREE www.easttexashandbellenemseble.com 

December 4, 
2010 
7pm 

Austin Handbell  
Ensemble 

Hope Presbyterian Church 
11512 Olson Dr 
Austin, TX 

FREE www.austinhandbells.org 

December 4, 
2010 
7:30pm 

Houston Bronze 
Ensemble 
presents 

“Christmas Perspectives” 

FUMC LaPorte 
9601 W. Fairmont Pkwy 
LaPorte, TX  77571 

Adults $15 
Youth/Kids $5 

www.houstonbronze.com 

December 4-
12, 
2010 

Dorothy Shaw Handbell 
Choir 

presents 
“The Littlest Wiseman” 

William Edrington Scott 
Theatre  

1300 Gendy 
Ft Worth, TX 76107 

Tickets may be 
purchased online www.dorothyshawhandbellchoir.org 

December 14, 
2010 
7pm 

Concert Bells of Fort 
Worth 

Lewisville Public Library 
1197 W. Main St 

Lewisville, TX  75067 

Donations  
Accepted 

www.concertbells.com 

December 20, 
2010 
TBA 

Concert Bells of Fort 
Worth 

St Peter Lutheran Church 
15701 Cleveland Gibbs Rd 

Roanoke, TX  76262 

Donations  
Accepted 

www.concertbells.com 

December 2,  
2010 
7:30pm 

Houston Bronze 
Ensemble 
presents 

“Christmas Perspectives” 

St Mark’s UMC 
600 Pecore St 

Houston, TX  77009 

Adults $15 
Youth/Kids $5 

www.houstonbronze.com 
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